
CCS Theme Verse 2015-2016: 1 Peter 4:10-11   
10 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve 

others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 
11 

If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks 

the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Mikkelson said no one on the 2014 squad gave 
up even when down 2-0 with minutes left in 
the game. Adversity in the lead up to the   
Olympics honed the team’s character. 

“What gave us the strength and determination 
and perseverance for that game was the work 
we put in all year long,” she said. 

Mikkelson urged students to set goals. “Find 
what you’re passionate about and go for it,” 
adding the greater the sacrifice along the way, 
the more satisfying reaching the goal             
becomes. 

It was a message echoed by another Olympic 
athlete, Chris Reitsma, former Major League 
pitcher and member of Canada’s baseball team 
in the 2008 Beijing Games. He led sessions with 
each of the teams when they weren’t playing, 
talking about the value of hard work and      
discipline in whatever most interests each    
student. “No matter what their skill set is, get 
the most out of it,” said the Palliser Wall of 
Fame Inductee. 

Continued on back  

Welcome to Connect, our newsletter for supporters like you!  We covet continued participation,                   

involvement and prayers from past parents, alumni and supporters of CCS.  This newsletter will   

inform you of our progress and activities at the school.   

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

You are invited and 
welcome to attend the 
following events.   
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Students learn more than sports during floor hockey tournament 
By Dawn Sugimoto, Palliser School Division 

Students were treated to a powerful        
message of adversity turning to Olympic 
gold during a day of floor hockey fun, leader-
ship workshops and some impressive     
fundraising so other youngsters get an    
opportunity to play. 

Calgary Christian Elementary School played 
host to Grade 5-6 students from five other 
campuses, on February 4, for a floor hockey 
tournament. But don’t let the scoring and 
cheering coming from the gym fool you. The 
day was about so much more. 

Aside from the fun and physical activity,  
students learned about citizenship,          
community-building and the importance of 
making others feel welcome. 

The idea for the event was sparked after 
Shauna Gooliaff watched hockey player 
Meaghan Mikkelson compete in “The   
Amazing Race Canada” on reality TV. 

“I’m really passionate about bringing in role 
models for the children to listen to,” said the 
Grade 6 teacher, adding she was inspired by 
two-time Olympic gold medalist. “I really 
liked how she talked about playing fair and 
the work ethic she showed and the           
perseverance.” 

That’s exactly the message Mikkelson 
shared with the cheering students, as they 
watched a video about Team Canada’s come
-from-behind gold medal-winning game in 
the 2014 Sochi Olympics, and had an         
opportunity to touch one of the athlete’s 
two gold medals. 



This past week a parent stopped by and said thank-you.  Thanks for exposing our students to 
some tough conversations in the hope that some of them will receive the support and     
healing they need.  Unfortunately, this parent’s story includes abuse he received as a 
child.  He’s received healing and continues to work through his pain, and he was grateful that 
we had exposed our Secondary students to Dwayne Peace, who is with Life Synergy for 
Youth and is a retired City of Calgary Police Officer. 

Unfortunately, the need for Dwayne in schools reflects the falleness in our world.  His       
assembly in November 2015 covered challenging topics like: bullying, sexting, self-harm,    
depression and suicide.  This past week, thanks to a generous donor, all of our Grade 9 and 
10 students were able to participate in Dwayne’s smalls groups with some of our staff.  Here 
we got to know each others stories and learned how living with love and acceptance re-
stores our community and helps us look more like the community Jesus intends for our 
school.   

Thanks for your support!  It makes sessions like these possible and allows us to form faith 
inside and outside of the classroom at CCS! 

The Community Jesus Intends                                            ÂÙ ,ÁÙÎÅ +ÉÌÂÒÅÁÔÈȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ &ÁÉÔÈ &ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȾ#ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎ 
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Hear what Karen (DeBoer) Jipping has been doing since flying away from the CCS nest! 

I graduated from CCS in 1989, and after 2 years of general study at Trinity Western    
University and the University of Calgary, I felt God calling me to become a nurse. I 
transferred to the nursing program at Calvin College and have loved everything about 
nursing since then. I graduated from Calvin in 1994 with a Bachelor's of Science in  
Nursing degree. 

I met my husband Doug at Calvin. He graduated in 1992 and ended up taking a teaching job at Chattanooga Christian 
School (another CCS!) in Tennessee while I was still finishing up nursing school. We married in 1994 and Chattanooga 
became our home. We always thought we would move back to Michigan or Calgary after a couple of years but  21 
years later we are still here! Life in the south was (and still is at times) a huge cultural shift for me but we love our CCS 
and church communities and feel God calling us to stay for now. We have 3 daughters- Emily (15), Anna (12), and      
Allison (9) who are very involved with athletics, music, and school life in general and keep us busy. 

I currently am a part time charge nurse in a cardiovascular ICU, where I have spent almost my entire nursing career. In 
addition to the ICU I have worked as a CPR instructor, an adjunct faculty member for a local state college nursing   
program, and a hospital nursing educator. I currently also work a few hours a week as a nurse at our CCS and enjoy 
being part of school life again. 

In my spare time I love to bike, run, hike, read, work on house projects, or visit with friends (which happens frequently 
in the bleachers). Summertime is our favorite family time- we enjoy long road trips and exploring national parks in the 
U.S. and Canada. We also spend time with extended family at the Jipping family cottage on Big Star Lake in Michigan 
and it has become like a second home to us. Last summer Doug and I traveled to England and France to celebrate our 
20th anniversary (without kids, thanks to DeBoer grandparents). But my favorite place to be is still Calgary. 

I am reminded often of my CCS days. Recently, I helped my daughter with algebra and remembered the FOIL method 
(thanks, Mr. Wyenberg- it actually did come in handy!). I still use Mrs. Fuglum's chicken pot pie recipe and think of her 
every time I mix a batch of muffins or make an omelette. Mr. Stiel sparked my interest in human biology in our Bio 
class and I can still identify a preposition thanks to Ms. Veeneman's dog house. And every spring during NHL playoffs I 
reminisce about winning the hockey pool only to have Mr. Abma talk me into using my earnings to buy donuts for the 
class. I also enjoy telling my girls they haven't really worked their legs hard unless they've done "motoring" with 
Marvin Grasmeyer and Ken Bowman during a conditioning basketball practice. But mostly when I think of CCS I       
recognize it was a huge blessing from God to me during my formative years. I am grateful for the teachers and leaders 
who invest their lives in teaching and mentoring students to think and live as God's children in a bigger world. 



One of the distinct pleasures of my role as Executive Director is having the opportunity to    interview new families as the 
go through the CCS admissions process. In the matter of a few minutes, parents share with me why they chose CCS for 
their child, how they came to know of us, what they expect of a Christian education, and how they actively live out their 
faith on a daily basis. More often than not, in addition to their expressed desire for structure, Biblical values, care and  
encouragement provided by Christian teachers for their children, parents  almost always refer to CCS’ reputation as a 
community. Of all the things on a parent’s wish list for their child’s education, a place to belong and participate ranks 
among the highest. 
  
Our community has grown and changed over time, but its sense of purpose and its resilience remain. This has become 
more evident to me over the course of the last year as more and more of our families are being negatively affected by the 
economic downturn in our local  economy. Job losses and work reductions are common, and the short term prognosis on    
recovery has not been as encouraging for some as for others. 
  
To the point, program fee assistance at CCS 
has increased by more than 30% this year. But 
thanks to the generosity of the greater CCS 
community, we are able to shoulder this     
additional financial challenge. Your donations      
to CCS help committed, Christian families  
navigate the  current economic times and 
keep the fabric of our community intact. Your 
support keeps Christian education accessible 
– even in times of transition. 
  
Thank you for continued prayers and           
generous gifts. I am confident that those who benefit from your generosity will not just remember this generosity, but be     
inspired to pay forward the blessing with their time, talents and “treasure”.  

The Responsive Nature of Community                                                                                ÂÙ +ÅÎ $Å7ÙÎȟ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
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More alumni  have joined the CCS team!   

Dayle (Pitman) Vienneau (part of the class of 1998) was one of those 
who rejoined the CCS family as a staff member in September 2015. She 
attended CCS for 7 years as a student and is now enjoying having the 
opportunity to work   alongside some familiar faces in her role as Vice-
Principal at the Secondary Campus. It was through the influence and 
relationship formed with one of her junior high teachers that she was 
encouraged to grow and share her faith with others the way her teacher 
did for her. It is why she feels called to use her gifts in a Christian School 
environment, a place where Christ is the center of all activities. Dayle 
spent the previous 10 years teaching at Menno Simons Christian School 
where she was the Music Director and taught Junior High Language Arts. She has a passion for literacy and  recently 
completed her Master of Education degree in this area. This school year, Dayle has enjoyed   meeting the students and 
families (especially fellow alumni families) currently attending CCS. Her hope is that her  students will become "doers 
of the word, and not hearers only" (James 1:22). 

Dayle and her husband, Josh, have been married for 13 years. They love spending time with friends and family, and 
getting to spoil their nieces and nephew. They have two dogs, and in her spare time, Dayle trains and competes with 
them in agility.  

Dayle is a wonderful member of the team and says, "I am loving being back at CCS and hope to be here for good long 
time!" 

Meet the Secondary Vice Principal - Dayle Vienneau                  ÂÙ +ÁÒÅÎ $ÅÅÓȟ !ÌÕÍÎÉ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ                                               
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Christian School and Trinity Christian School 
came aboard and were joined by teams 
from Bearspaw Christian, Glenmore      
Christian Academy and Simons Valley. Their 
participation provided an    opportunity to 
talk about community building and how to 
make visitors feel welcome. All 400 Calgary 
Christian students watched the first game, 
modelling the behaviour of courteous fans. 

Not only did the interaction provide a 
chance for the students to share               
information about their schools and make 
friends, Gooliaff said it was an opportunity 
to build school pride for the host students. 

“We want people to leave and say ‘that 
was the coolest event ever and the best 
school and I can’t wait to go back,’ ” she 
said. 

Further learning moments came through 
the selection process for the Calgary        
Christian team, which included not only 
players but a tech team to work the      
scoreboard and music and team managers.      
Previous hockey experience took a back 
seat to displays of work ethic, sportsman-
ship, teamwork, fair play, leadership and 
enthusiasm when it came to team            
selection. 

 

University athletes also led workshops for  
students as part of the event. 

In arranging for Mikkelson to speak at the 
school, Gooliaff learned she was also an               
ambassador for Jumpstart, a charity which 
helps children from families in financial need   
participate in organized sports and other   
activities, such as horseback riding,               

geocaching or 
dance. It seemed 
a perfect fit with 
the school’s mot-
to: “God’s Chil-
dren Making the 
World a Better 
Place.” 

“I think sports offers so many great things to 
kids like self-confidence and teamwork skills 
and active living and all those things are life 
skills,” said Gooliaff. 

The tournament raised more than $10,000 for 
Jumpstart, enough to help as many as 3,000 
young people in Calgary, said Dan Kasperski, 
regional manager for Canadian Tire 
Jumpstart. 

“The money gives them an opportunity to      
explore something new, not just organized 
sports,” he said. Funds can be put toward    
registration, equipment, even transportation.  

Once Mikkelson signed on,  it seemed a       
natural to tie her talk in with a floor hockey  
tournament, which would also allow her to 
share her message with a larger audience. 

“I thought the more kids we can teach about 
giving back to the larger community,         
hopefully that becomes part of who they are 
as they continue to grow older,’ said Gooliaff. 
Fellow Palliser partners Menno Simons     

Students learn more than sports during floor hockey tournament ….. ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ 

CONNECT is a private      
newsletter published by the 
Community Relations office of 
the CSCE. It is intended for the 
greater Calgary Christian 
School community and focuses 
on the results of past endeavors 
and opportunities for new      
involvement.  
 
To stay connected, keep us 
updated with your current    
address and email!   
 
Our Annual Drive is ongoing 
and contributions are accepted 
at either campus.  

“What gave us the 

strength and 

determination and 

perseverance for that 

game was the work we 

put in all year long,”   

 

Meaghan Mikkelson 

 
 

Alice in Wonderland 
Calgary Christian School presents:  

March 10, 11 and 12  

Wright Theatre, Mount Royal University  

General Admission: $18  Seniors (65 and older): $15  Children (12 and under): $12  

Tickets and Seat Selection  

Contact: Secondary Campus - Business Office, 5029 ð 26  Avenue SW,  

(403) 242 -2896 ext. 318  Cash, cheque, debit, MasterCard or VISA accepted  


